MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE SYCAMORE TREE PUBLIC HOUSE, COLWINSTON, ON TUESDAY 14th SEPTEMBER, 2010 AT 7.00 PM.

1
ATTENDANCE

Councillors:


P Graham-Woollard – Chairman





G W Bates – Deputy Chairman





A J Austin





W Bellin
Mrs S J Carter






County Councillor R P Thomas
Apologies:


Councillor M R Shave


Clerk:



Mr B J Graham-Woollard
2
Matters Arising

The Chairman reported that three priority matters had arisen during the Summer Recess, namely, The Financial Audit 2009/10 & Treasurers Report, The Community Council Vacancy and two Planning Applications.  In order for a full discussion on these items he intended that they be moved to the top of the Agenda.  Any matters of less importance which remained outstanding at the end of the meeting would be deferred to the October meeting.

2.1
Financial Audit 2009/10 & Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer, Councillor A. Austin, circulated copies of the Annual Return for the year ended 31st. March 2010 (Document A) explaining that the Audit had been completed by Mr. Paul Griffiths.  Documents B, the covering letter; C and F, the Expenditure and VAT, and Bank Reconciliation etc; Certificates D, the Account Balances; E, the Auditor’s Report and Explanations were also tabled and considered by the Community Council in detail.  It was further noted that the Internal Auditor had recommended that the Treasurer should institute VAT recovery procedures.  Agreed.
After full consideration of all aspects of the Audit the Treasurer presented the Annual Governance Statement which, subject to the approval of the Community Council, the Chairman and Clerk were required to sign on behalf of the Community Council agreeing that all Accounts were up to date, all regulations fulfilled, that an effective system of internal audit was maintained, made appropriate financial assessments, actioned previous reports and cleared any litigious actions within the financial year 2009/10.  It was proposed by Councillor Bates and seconded by Councillor W Bellin that the above documents be agreed by the Community Council, and that the Clerk could send the documents to the External Auditors, Mazars.  Agreed unanimously.
2.2
Vacancy following resignation of Councillor
The Chairman reported that although he had received five enquiries regarding the Community Council Vacancy, the Clerk had only received one formal Statutory Application from Mrs. Eleanor Marks.  It was proposed by Cllr. G.W.Bates and seconded by Cllr. W.Bellin that the Clerk should invite Mrs. Marks to the next meeting so that both parties could discuss and consider the situation further.  The Chairman explained that as there existed a Quorum of members the Community Council was not obliged to co-opt a further member.  Agreed unanimously.
2.3
Planning Application – PDC-SDB-2010-00896FUL - Village Hall Colwinston
It was proposed by Councillor G Bates and seconded by Councillor W Bellin that the Clerk should reply that the Community Council had no observations in regard to this application.  Agreed unanimously.
2.4
Planning Application - PDC-MPH-2010-00923FUL - Crack Hill Motocross
The Clerk declared a conflict of interest in relation to his Welsh Assembly Government role and handed over the taking of notes for this part of the meeting to the Chairman.  The Chairman added that the Clerk would not be permitted to take any role in the issue and that all issues concerning this matter would be passed on to the Chairman.
The Chairman reported that during the recess he had been informed by The Vale of Glamorgan Council that following the failure of the previous planning application in regard to this site the area had been re-instated as Agricultural Land to the satisfaction of the Council.  This was, however, a new application which the Clerk had circulated to members of the Community Council for prior consideration.

Councillor Bates observed that whilst this application was not against the background of a Stop Order, it appeared more thorough and professionally prepared.  Nevertheless, none of the Community Council’s previous concerns had been addressed and all the grounds for objection remained valid.  It was further clear that remarks by Bridgend Council in regard to Cefn Cribbwr and the Police had been grossly misquoted.

After detailed consideration it was proposed by Councillor G. W. Bates and seconded by Councillor. W. Bellin that the same comprehensive objections be made in regard to this application as for the 2009 application.  Agreed Unanimously.  It was further proposed by Councillor. A. J. Austin and seconded by Councillor. Mrs. S. J. Carter that the Chairman should prepare and circulate throughout the Village a notice bringing this application to the notice of residents and proposed by Councillor. G. W. Bates and seconded by Councillor. A. J. Austin that the Chairman should contact Mr. Darren Lewis with a view to obtaining a legal view and representations on the matter.  Agreed Unanimously.
The Chairman also drew attention to a letter from an Officer of the Vale Council which the applicant had quoted but which contradicted the Vale’s existing position and undermined any objections in regard to the new application.  In the circumstances the Chairman reported that he had contacted the Officer’s Head of Department to say that unless the letter was withdrawn the matter would need to be referred to the Local Government Ombudsman.  It was proposed by Councillor. G. W. Bates proposed and seconded by Councillor. A. J. Austin that the Chairman’s actions be ratified and that he refer both the Application and the Officer’s letter to Mr. Darren Lewis for advice.  Agreed unanimously.
3
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

3.1
July Meeting
It was proposed by Councillor A Austin, and seconded by Councillor G W Bates that the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 13th July, 2010, be signed by the Chairman as a true record.  Carried unanimously.
4
MATTERS ARISING
4.1
Green Links Transport Sceme
The Clerk agreed to put more leaflets in the Pub with the agreement of the Landlord.
4.2
Community Projects


-
Little Hill


-
Village Green

The Chairman said that he was still waiting for a quote for the supplementary end boards, but that the contractor had weeded the area.  Councillor A Austin said that he had spoken to the landlord of the Sycamore Tree Public House and that the seat was on hold at the moment.  Councillor A Austin agreed that he would speak again to the landlord.  The Chairman said that, in addition to the current planting, he proposed planting Bay Trees and bushes to cover the area more fully.  It was proposed by Councillor G Bates and seconded by Councillor A Austin that the Chairman be given the go-ahead with asking the contractor to plant the trees along with the costs for the work.  Agreed unanimously.
4.3
Binding of Minutes
The Chairman reported that he was missing five sets of minutes and once he had found them, he would take them all to Brown’s in Cowbridge to arrange for them to be put on an electronic disk.  On-going.
4.4
Notice Board

The Chairman said that he had received a quote for one similar to the School, but reported that the quote he had received needed to be revised for a boxed board.  The Chairman agreed to speak with the carpenter concerned to arrange for a new quote.
4.5
Newsletter – Colwinston News & Views
The Chairman reported that he had missed the newsletter, but that he would write a note for the next one.
4.6
Reception of Broadband
The Chairman reported that this had now been taken up by Alun Cairns MP.  The Chairman added that he had re-stated the problems which had been experienced in trying to contact BT and the other suppliers.  Councillor G Bates said that he had also experienced major problems with Broadband, but that these had been resolved recently.
4.7
Boundary Query
The Chairman reported that he had contacted Miles Punter concerning this matter and that Mr Punter was still looking into the ownership of the Ford and wetlands area.
4.8
CASH Grant 2010-11
In regard to the CASH Grant, the Chairman reported that he had spoken to Tony Williams who wanted to inspect the sites before agreeing to formalize the payment for both projects.  Councillor A Austin agreed to give the Chairman the invoices for the Little Hill and the Village Green to assist in this matter.
4.9
Damage to the grass verge by the School
Councillor G Bates said that this would be discussed at the Governors meeting in October.  The Chairman said that, if needed, boulders could be obtained within the reasonable limit along with advice from the VoG and planning permission.  To be discussed again at the October meeting.
4.10
Best Kept Village Competition

As Councillor Shave had been unable to attend the meeting, the Chairman reported that, on Councillor Shave’s behalf, the village did not do very well in the competition.  It was, however, agreed by all that the village had worked hard this year and the results showed this.  The Chairman would ask Councillor Shave to give a formal report at the October meeting.
4.11
Surface Water – The Old Parsonage
The Chairman reported that he had not had heard anything more in regard to this from Welsh Water.  The Chairman also reported that the surface water was still prevalent outside The Parsonage.
4.12
Clerk’s Salary
The Clerk reported that he had not heard from One Voice Wales, and agreed that he would contact Ken Burton at One Voice Wales again.  To be carried over to the October meeting
4.13
Japanese Knotweed
The Clerk confirmed that only one patch had been treated and had contacted Miles Punter to alert him to the other patch.  The Chairman agreed that he would investigate this further.  To be carried over to the October meeting.
5
HIGHWAY MATTERS

5.1
General Highway Matters

The Chairman gave a report on highway matters as follows:

· Damaged Roads

County Councillor R Thomas said that the resurfacing and work to repair the Tŵmpath road was still on the agreed schedule for 2010/11.
· Grass cutting

The Chairman reported that he had been contacted by Councillor A Austin in regard to the damage done to the grass verges around the village, following the grass cutting.  The Chairman said that he had taken photographs of the areas where the grass had been scalped and other areas where the grass had not been cut at all, along with other areas where tufts had been left.  The Chairman then said that he had then contacted Phil Beaman by e-mail who said that he was going to send someone to inspect the mess.

County Councillor R Thomas said that he had spoken to P Beaman and that they had already looked at areas to cut back on and agreed to speak to him again and agreed also to speak to Miles Punter.  The Chairman also said that two of the flower beds had been damaged outside the School.  The Chairman suggested that the matter of grass cutting should be considered under the precept, when discussed in January.  Councillor G Bates suggested that when County Councillor R Thomas spoke to Miles Punter that the possibility of budgets for grass cutting being given to Community Councils.
6
TREASURER’S REPORT

6.1
Report of Accounts

The Treasurer agreed to let the Community Council have an electronic copy of the report, which had been delayed due to his work on the Audit for 2009/10.  The Treasurer reported that the following statements had been received from the Bank:

The Current Account held £506.09, and the Deposit Account, £7,184.14.  The Current Account did not include the current precept of £930.00, which would make the Current Account a total of £1436.09.
7
CLERK’S REPORT
7.1
Precept payment
The Clerk reported that he had received the latest payment for the precept and passed this on to the Treasurer.
8
OTHER BUSINESS
8.1
Quarry Liaison Committee
The Chairman believed that this should be disbanded although he attended the meeting last week.  County Councillor R Thomas agreed that he would take forward the matter and the Chairman’s request in disbanding the Committee.
8.2
Dog fouling
Councillor Mrs S Carter reported that a villager had approached her and stated that dog fouling was going on in her front garden and requested that something was put in the newsletter to remind people.  The Chairman agreed that he would bring the point to the notice to the village in the newsletter, although he did state that most villagers were responsible dog owners and cleared up after their dogs.
County Councillor R Thomas said that the Vale of Glamorgan Council was in the process of purchasing new bins for the Vale to remedy the problem in the Vale.  The Chairman said that he would like to request more Salt Bins along with some of the new multiple purpose bins around the village.  County Councillor R Thomas agreed that he would speak to Miles Punter about more bins around the village.

8.3
Tree on Tŵmpath
The Chairman said that two weeks ago, a villager reported that a tree had fallen onto the road.  The Chairman reported the matter to the Vale of Glamorgan, however the Estate carried out the work.  The Chairman said that the Vale of Glamorgan had been very helpful and they had assisted the Estate very well.
9
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
9.1
The date of the Next Meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on Tuesday, the 12th of October at 7.00 pm at the Sycamore Public House, Colwinston.
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed at 9.00 pm.

Signed
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Chairman, Colwinston Community Council

Date
12/10/2010

Signed
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Clerk, Colwinston Community Council

Date
12/10/2010
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